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INTRODUCTION

Whenilw Europeansarmived on Mexican shoresac the davning
of thee sixaeenth cencury, they were impreswed by the vaw culiure
2f the nd.genaus groups they encounered. So much sa,ihasie
ul swn good Fortune and s spuc of the inesitalde depredation
15 which the navive peaple were subiecied. ntany soldiers and
lrrars, at firse by cheir Qwn iniriative and lager by royal command,
yuthered soine af their experiences in vatuable chronicles,
licquently including historic and niypthic marcatiwns preserved
hy rhe incigennus groups by word of masih ot through thein
own books, called rodexes. Thanks ta these documenis and o
the study of the cultuzul expressions which the mhabatant of
prehispanic Memico lefu us o tre Torn of objects inade of clay.
srone, seashell, bnne o1 any other raaterial, we have beenahle to
lewrn moce ol rthe hurary pFrhe p-anple thar made vhem. These
aclistic. rehgiuus, politicul. econuenic und social manskesiarions
weie the resull ot the develuprieat alich vecurred over the
canrse of se¢ cevaleenturies, the culmination oF allahe axpe e
arcumulatet and iransiormed by 1he variows grnups which had
Naur:shedand ceclinedall lhroughuul e vaswrerricary krawn
a3 Mesoamerica [map J).

This extemive werritory included a karge portion of whial
16viay isa Mexien ang all of whar ar present are che coan ries
known as Belice: imd Guavemala, 23 well 23 & major parl nof
Honduras and LI Salvador. Moxnsas and ‘Tarascos, Huaxteoos
and Totonacas. Mizwecos and Mapas, among the soveral oaber
FTOARS rhay the Npa niards enrnuncered were juu 1he hrneficua-
ries of 1hr culturasl l:g;.bcy ufl Olineas, Zapuleuu. Teotibuas-
canps, Joltceay, CGlomics, Mayas, Zoyucs and wany other
cultures whicha dilferenr times bad originated, Mowriched and
drclined sexeral cenluries befnre the Europrans saibed cul in
search uf new wrrnares. While e nurthein Eucope no dvilize-
tiun lad yeu Jeveluped, here i Mosuginciva soCicties weie
arganizedino kingdame sie ciesand eveningo reaksates. By
that ume, the peuphkes ol Mesoamerca hid already ovented
thewr awm writnig, nunecral sysaers and calendan; an shore, they
pussessed much kpowledge thauthe Eviapeen nedions wou ld nor
arcain until centuries larer, by which time saveral of the Mesoa
mericion cwslizations lad gome Erontheir maments of spleadinre
o theiv dechine.

Dutthe histury of those peophesis quite remote We kaow now
Lhavshe birm inhabiusnts entered Mexicanwercicary aver 20,000
vearvigo; Ut inordel 1o survive Lsey hontel sanallannnals with
raps ar with arrow heads tierd 10 2 woodern handle. Inthe 2me
manner. wherever it was possilbde, yacwring mollusks and
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fishsg played an rperiant iobe inthe groap's survval, Getlee-
ping planrs roqs and fruits was alsa a fandamenral aprecn of
their diel and wnuld conlimue (o be 10 Thnusands al years luter
whea the {irsy plants were culuvated sunwe 7 ARD year agw. In
facl. apriculture Devsine huly impovist in the ccaoncmy ol
prehispanic peopke just belnre the appearance ol rhe firs rivili.
zarions nl Mesnamerica, 2 hinle uncler 43D years uga
Althangh the sircras and the valleys, O roasyand the yungles
hud hu rhoured imporian nucbes of populsoens fus Uwussiads uf
years. twe irst stepy in Lhe cwaliving proccsd would be takenin

»*
”
-
-

Coast of the Gulf of Mexico 3-
Central high platean

West of Mexico

Oaaca

Maya

. Noerth ut bluawu

Th GY L L3 D

Mayu ! Exiendren of Meroemerics aned culilerut areas



the cential pluteaus and on che coast nl 1he Gulf uf Mexaeo. Jn
e larter vegion, hroween L35006ind 1230 B. 4., reatinin Chal ar-
teristivs Legin o gpear i Lhe ceramres, We Wfostyles and the
wchadogy of the gioups, finelly resuliing in an exceprinnal
culrure, che livsy grear civilizavion of Mesnamenca, thut of the
COhnieeas This happened %200 vears aggorrn the Leristories whicl
are now Lhey states of Veraccuz and “Jabasco Creators of ap
unnitakahle gt syle, 1he Olnecas were the fonnders ol
iy ot the hases Far 1he ruliures which Laier, ac difterenr rimes
and in diflezen cegroms. were perl of Mespamenra.

f"tmegan=
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THE OLMECAS
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CULTURAL PERIODS OF MESOAMERICA

The culturatl lnsmr) nf Meaamerira hay been divided oo
several perinds acrnrding ca thie dillermil stages uf their develo-
pmeas. The mnsi ancwnie of these periods iscalled dhe pre-chassac
(2000-190 8 C ¥l second theclassic (N30 a D rand the
3354 185 knnwn as p(nq-rht&ic 11521 & 1) Ths rlassificannn
by perinds, withsome chronelngical variaals, has genera'y been
apphed 1o Lthe hisiory of the best knawn cu tures of prehupanic
Mexaco. Alhough the Olinevss was tle rrost vanistandiog of he
e lassi¢ perinrl_ other L1y frony the roast af the CGulf of
Menico and she valleys of Oaxaca. Mexicn and Morelns,
achwrved imporiant e nliwcal sdvamages e wene whentedand
put o use by thuse that Auurishicd during the clasic pernd.
During ehe [2i0er, dlse culvanes of ¢cennial Veraceuz, the Maya.
the ‘1eonhuncana, and the Lapotecan were the masy omisanp-
ding. Luter, i the begioning of the pastoclussn: period during
the tenth contucy. 3 rale of goewt nnpartance was played by the
Tahecus. o grovp which disantegraicd towards the twelfth
cenivory, making way for arthers Suhcequenily, Mayas,
Mexicas, Tarasros, Mixieras, Tawmaray, Chomues, Tlahuiris
und Huaxlecas, umang wihers, wauld leave thie mus recont
traeca 0F prehigpanic cultuve Neweyiheless. the Olmeca colone
nr_mp'ww cpﬁ'-alplacf hecauss 1l wsnancient and hecause i rhe
dayve Iup:r.«m i1 achseved in artistie ingmfenalions and grneral
kricowleclpe, [6 e came dw starting point fur e subseguent
cevelopment of the world of Mesoaineinca whicl the Spamiaids
encanniered in the siviermhb renrnry.

THE ORIGIN

The word "Olnseea’ | which means Ypenple v? the 1egion of
rubber’”, s appled 1o an anisie sl:;le, since rhe mthnny ingu [Ty
identity of the geoup that developerd 11 o ankoowa. This 1ame
shuald not be confused with the o1 used v she Muxicas Lo
designaie the gionpe gt inhabized Cre copst thag exueads Grons
saucheen Verzrrur ro Tzhascs-Campeche sronmd rhe rime ol
the concuest. becie e they are 1otally sepinute. Ue didfeces hate
thewn, susne authure 1eler o the Torener as “atchicelogica)
Clmecas™, who disappeared mare han |5 craruries aga
Actually. the expiresanon s used ws i gencializatvn, beciorss of
the geographical localiry of the avtisiic manifesauons which we
naw knoce a3 " Olmera s uhwee™

Alzhovgh thie Olmecus sclneved dlrr greatest development
nn the cnagr o the Gulf of Mecicn rheiv anteceduents can e
feund vmcice rhar arei. I‘.very(hing Sees L0 poinl: on- <har
Lo che 13: 0 aud 16k cenzes B, C, dhe cubieral |@ccerns
o e geonps who lived onthe coast of the Gulf o Mexwo were
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ety dilfevent iom those nbeerved bacwern 1354 and 1250,
when technolngy. <ustoms and htestybes changed radically. By
uud\'lng the PRHPrY, we may clmwerve Llose oy with Hhe corst of
Chiupas and Guateinala. however. dwe cersinea of Uhe bateer srea
refllcet the relation 1e Colurmbia wnd Ecuador. “Jherefore, a
Uppea rscthar the angecivdenicnf rhe QOlmera culture can be fooad
i ararilian shal spreivds from the norihern reginns of Soadh
Anercs tudlve Lussts of Chispassad Guatrmala. The bearecs of
s traditicn, wha may Be wllcd proto-Olmecas, scarted going
m il cnn dived Lions. Whike some of then moved Lowards the
vnast of the £nll, nrhers went to the Vallev of Chanaca. and laver
contineed on ra Puehla, Maredps. Guerrero. and the Valley of
Mexieo (map 21 The lulter at first mainlained their poliery
wrudinens. bud hitle by Bude assinnibsted the kol ways of hife.
Fluwever, the GieL that they dhared the same otigin with the
groups thin serded on b coast ol the Gulf was usetul in the
1 nnomic wwlculwaral rebstions luler coablishesd bevween them.

These wle follawed the Isthmws of Tohwantepee wid the
centealdepression al rthe Grijalva river wnd arnvedat theareany
the (ol made such an nipart on the Incal po'mlnl wins thae, in
e, iew ngnfes Ll Jruse, LulnuriaGog in wlal me ow Ll
Ol cultune, wlich between 1250 and 1200 B C. oxhibived
prticalle all ics <haracierisics. By thac time, rhis group inha-
bied tome sives whirh arr naw the yerritnries of Verarrur and
Tahasco. Jnthe sine anunner, ey would lurer xprea(l(uul from
the coastal plans ol the Gull e the Niest wounterforts of dw
sietra, and 1ram che hasin oF rhe Papaloapan tw :hat of Bladllo-
Tomnala,ahnut | 6.'Zl'!bli-aquarr kilamrers, knannasrhe mes rpn-
liran Qlmcca area. 1n thas IETTIbATY, the mnsr o-lmnnding
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rare Nueve, Tres Zapetes and La

vssn esage aba feund af the sntea of San Lorenzo Teeehtiilan,
Ve?nta along wit at ts of lesser imporance (map 3).
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LANDSCAPE AND IDEOLOGY

This torritory, ambadded in the moxst ot trofics, was eharacte-
rized by & RIGA [uigle wfacéa ligthe b mhe ve my t6 Spacieus

338 Iams Hmm tegr by an extensive Aydralogical netwark
ﬁ1 )éEeau ee n%ibde:a 8 slopes which make ramagedlth

1& |9‘rt Ie Au erous swam exeaE in the massave
meun IR§

seem osti bgsau noatﬁbe rog af&%sgagsae ‘ﬁleat ! at a

Be OVBFBOMS IR Ofder ta aehleve thei éevelapment
rather a5 a glecumstance Which was used in an outstandmg
MARRGH thank to.the knowledge the Olmecas passessed for {he
exploﬂatlono Ihhs King (gaenwronmem However, therg is na
Ie nyz?g it dsd {AflusRce bath avtistic manifestatians and idee-

gy (figure 1)
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Thus, through their represemations, one <an 1ccognize both
the unminakable wavle and the consant theimes, in whs cse
juguar plavs an 1mporcany eole. The serpemi alsn sppenrs
lieguently in (v iconography. Both animals repicesead she maosr
importanuaspect of theis religious coneapts. m fact.according Lu
cerrain ineTpretations, the jaguar apparer Uy wis theil vicn.
the cenrnen ancestar f thr Omecas. The imparranree af rhes
an indl ads v greal hat its presence 35 an obaession in Olries
a7t The jagvar could be comeived as the ongin: it epresented
the earch amd the underworld. [n cre same manner, the sepene
luter was idenaitied as 2 represenaarice of waer. [n the werld
creaded by dhe Olinecis, where 1he marvelous was mtegialed
intn reative, 1he rencepre Al the Jagaa wd she sevpent, by
merger. wnuld give birth to the Wlea of a o e of “heavenly
dragnn". a fansasric hring possesang rhe qualivics ot boch these
amimals capable of tsking lives bet which, integrated s
mychical wage harl che power of giving lile Farsh ond warer
farmer an indivisibbe whole in the idea of Ferdlivg. 1o is dilTicule
La hst the decoracave wr spmbxlic dewr ares chaueristic af :lwe
CHrreea roprescotacons because thee vary From bust 1o Las-
reliefro pa’nrings; however. itis poscible to poi a1 ot oy af b
s nuesianding features which nvariable appear in sceles,
altars, cerlossal heads, oranzny oilier Toens of sculpture. These
clanentscanalse be fuund in busreliefs carved onrack cuterops
Or euen in FAIInNgs o gut e walls or vocky shelters oneside the
mrrmpnhrnn ared whwh well 113y e considered of larer rans
cruction even thaugh 1hey preserve many of she malifs origi-
nated 1 the nain ares These featlires are repeated in minas

Figuie L

[ >
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sculplere gone in rlay o in hian) sianes, such as jadeie and
seTpenting, in volive axes, masks, ceramics, and alsa in swlized
nreamental masks of @ guar-bike aspece niade uf serpentine
nesates. Human beings witls (e.iné masks an thiar Faces o on
thmit eaddresses: widnupanurphieed jaguias ard Childicn-
yaguats reeogareable By the down-tuned commissmes of che
mouth o other Alemenis relned cashisanimal: a Foreshead in che
stupe nla "V and mantsin the tormad an X" whick reprasent
(he spnts o the jeguar’s sk, There are abw other pecubac
elements such as Name: instead of eyebrows o “Bannmileicus
erebraws™ as they are soreimes zalled, faceheekad beings.
samerimes [arking a aw, and rearly alvays with a moeadshaped
eves. Alchengh rhe huiriin hgure = af grens impashnee n
Ohnece wonogisphy, serpents, menhers, buds, Gshoand
Famastic buings, & swange posture of e cs peraining v
jagmarc and enakes, can alsn be nhseswed. Decaralions also
include rlyes, WS, r.ondsbrnm which dmp« atrainare I’:llllng.
cnen slalks, and o U shaped ebement which lus nut yel been
n:lerpreted and that would oo appoic i repicseniations of
other ¢r.lenres

ARTISTIC CONCEPTS, MHYSICAL
CHARACTERINTICS AN KN LENGE

Thw sieies, ahars, aninads and Einasic breings rarverl nue uf
voleamie ruck are impressive dor e inunumenta by, slthough
a prear qualiry can also he arceihuted 10 dhe represeniacons of
human liguees, not rynly hrcauze ol the skill with which they
wiie execuled b alse the prapartion of dhe pares and dhe
realism which charazteriecs dicm vy whole. whether m
somplee farms ar <alacsal heads, or on shiere and seeles This
same skill mav he abverved in minar stulplure and siher <upnp-
waarv objecis fur which l:hc-y Al ¢ luy and srmi-prf( LS SIS,
espanially thuee which ars greca: pderte and scopeatine: arna-
reental naashs 19aqe N Al S0 pENEnC nusicy Wwele pyed 3
mlerings ar vevemnnmal cenieTs, i.pnn nhservaunn nb human
ceprmseilaians it has alys Yern puml.lle e disimguish some
phiesical characteistics whil pussably are those of Lwe diftcient
rapes nf individlaaly or erthnie Dicages, nne which miaye be <onsi.
dered ('meca and 1he orthes perhaps helonging 10 annther
Wuup. Lakimg i o gccekant Lie kit that it appears mworks Uhae
are cansidersclis having been marde a0 a ey Jing. Fag Mo sy
the pecualiaris ut prosenting a shorl slacure, abesicy, 3 shor
neck. ronnd head. wade nose and rhack Dyas, Lae pthicr phyacal
wpris rhar el indwadiale ol 3 thinner body build, aquiline nese.
elangated head arcl fincr hps. Marcaver coria’n cusioms neay
be nibsmrved i che wonupgraphy sacl us ciie detasmateon af the
heac, rhe mutilartin of the weeth anel the <hia-mg of Lie ber,
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samramies campleiely. and somewmes leaving iy Occasio-
Il the cichividuals ate wesong helnaers and turbaas, compli-
vaier] headdeesaes amd inashs, st alothis and capes; their cdiess
e’ alsninclude nezklages. carcups and braceless made of clay
beads ar sennpreciaussiones, shatls und other materials Some,
pedieps loemprian 22 theer hneage andbimigic el imposLanee,
bewr seoptres, gautlee, ovches and «aarlts indicating power in
e Mo, and o thedr cheste spirgors anel peceorinls B the
represemations nor arly are helptul in recopnizing che: pusioms
andk gnabable physral wvpe nf che Olmeras; the malerals v
tas then sculedures ind uther olyjects whic v have fieen fomd
wel v ublaned lomnver e distant places., sud dhis sscae that they
necesssmily lunla well<nnciured snrial, paline al and ernnnmic
arganizatian this snabled them 1o traasport the rax mirteral
and W nwnufactue tlee sumpluaty ubyocts  Fot theomore,
ver b manilesrations ol the Olinaas whed have veadhicd s
indiczne theoralvinvecanecsn inacher diclds T hus. che ariznaiion
ot Lthe Euildings av the sime al Li Venos reldects o certuin
Linea leclze ub astronume, arnl soiee of the scalprures indicie
Urat thes had 2 calendur, & numerid sysiem, anid perhaps some
tazin ub wrirng. [n share, chraugh the study of the ariiane
smarnfeslithions and W extenson and churacterastics of e
ane Fenlig < gl <ites, we hawe heemable 1 beaan a greal dealahour
the oTigins #+nd the stage of develnpmeds wheh had been
miaired by tFinqulvere.

Nl OLEL A EAR OO0
b Lhe stule o Cahicin, rhe Olmrcas guvr rise ra thrir greates
splcnduu! 1 La Venly, 9 sute where nne gy pbeave ukany
evidencesthal e cach and ¢veny ane ol the aspects <lons aoee-
rnsaiz ol this zulenre, harh snomajer and ino minar scalprure, in
ceramics imch i architeciure. Althouph this site zame 1o be the
Fras nnpuetacl, ot wirs not the unly ome hat exested; from thise
2em wp W the bosin at rhe Mikidle Uswinacinia inany other
senth mormes wich Olmecy characieristics hitve heen discovered.
Eor enainple, wn b Lhunialps, $3bnecz ales heve heen found
in t1e municipahiies of Candenss. Huimar gvilln and Comal-
<2'Gar, imihe zanes al'river=and lageens, in the vaunivipalinies of
Enulune Lapa, Balamin and Cennsique. Also in Tuhasca,
niare anient Setlerets bave been discaveree tkac reveat o
1€ atien 16 the prac-Qimeca aroups of the Pazalic coast, wio
perbaps arrived an these places by isdep=inlen ¢ iiricsy Trom the
depression of Uwe Gejalaa, Lle elaracerisucs sl chese seccle
rnaents were thein senall sice aul the Too than they presented
cerpin asprces ™ anequalicarianand self-suflic 2oy society, |he
inthut:iiancs lived ian lues reaze el siieks, apmerimes lined with
mwd. and evervone bad 2goal aocess <c the clements thae sacs

-—



5=

ABCHEOGLOGICAL  GUIBE QF THE

fied 1their nrcads. sinee they praciiced a simple form at ugeicul
ture whwh wiscomplenmenced by hnnceng, Fshinganid giutherng
tiuil. Subaequencly. snne oF these places staseed v grow and
dilfeacr-tiate thonselves ineznally and, o i a while, ther
acedentolly carie o contast winlsghier aveas. Incerian cases.
we oy phserys innnvahicns in the decorarion af some nf cha
coranne preducosn ancin the agricnitinal methed which, area
wcsull of influceces ionm the Olinera coltuie. Huwever, these
el s scldum wele ef pical impartande

These beng their antegedeni < insedar a; velavinng wih Grher
araups, sawacd GIEE L0 B, {0, soine groeps irem che meropo.
Ian Olmecs zone Legan inaviog ent aiad setthenl in < Ixasas of
the Mildle Uswinacinis, then influcnee was dhien Telt imuose
<lear o, vy The oatent et il sty v tune o the Incal cultures was
ianslaormed Places auch 2 Tierra Blanca, Pamary, Emilang
?:npu:;l ud El Mirador, 1o anention o 1ew, are evidence Lhis
duisng thuse years, by the basins of the Usunsaciits and San
Fediu Matir tisers acunnidér was funmed shich L om then oan
was uied ip the commercial relatinns bersesn rthe coas and the
vicezl plain nt the Gultand the Inwhndsturtherin; thes became
HH| i1n|||>r|.am: Ik 301 the Olineea anteeedenes of Maya woltuae.

THE ARCIIEDLGGICALSITEGF LA
VENTA

Sompaunden] Iy water. Jungle and swampy uwhnmls, the
UAmeras chow: this plice o ¢1eq) rhe firs cenwe~ in which they
apphied e hnowledge ol zscaonamy w ihe disihunon of the
buildangs. "Coday, however. the lsdscape 1 completely diffe-
remy Thve aclinery maalanons and the vpcsiny < o anding
<r'r:phu Ve nc nn' v mndified the narura’ envaranmens, they have
alsn wiperd v many vesriges of Lhuy calture. Moreover, ic was
for Ung reasan that the pecdisrose for saving thentegmty of the
recovered objects by uanspoding them fupns then place of
nrigm s the one |hr}' AMw ArcLpy.

Tha polivinal znd re'.igiuux cuneer, Lhe mnse ilnpn:r:ml of il
wine, was ihabited durig 4l lcast s hoadred years, liem
T2 1A o 100 B C . but during the it two hundied years
appareoily irs oorpanis wers 4 hybrid popnlation Althnugh it
Dy Leen known snce 1925 and caplincd on seversl occassons
ward the eod of 1he dhipises and afier. there aic siill many
unanswered questions. Far example, the rxasl exeension of the
setlberend os unbmawn, alchangh st was probatily ot less Qean
rn4 lnendred Nectares in the eentral parg, with a noL much larger
surluce ecrupiod by seseral sl nucles of pural papularion. OF
e ixkaml's Lotal extension af 3.5 square kilometers only 3 srall
fer o zemtideaal adeguane Tor agieulloral parposes. which ic
inslticweny for mpp' !.-ing more thar 2H inhabitans, OF 1the



lutear, :lwse wha were part of the 1oling Eroup were crnden-
trated i the polincal and rebigiods center or wery <lose w it

T]Il.' |lll.lllll.'LlUId| \Iqlil( uf lhif LEPLET wel'e hh“[ nna I"Il‘ll'(h-
sanrh axig, with o deviatian of 4% wese af the masgnctc north, a
reneral prienracwn whirh would brcame a narm in Mesoame
riciin or hilecture, OGrher chansiersue of the buildings are
their clongaved forma, e [act tha: they are placed in a parallel
Tushign andd that they a1 lused ST au 1he eids by sguare bail.
dings in order ra form apen spices hnown as plazas, @ fenda
rmentalsolusnn bor develupnsent ut the palincal, social, religwins
and cuandine activites in blessamerican wtbanisocs

I <hipnled L o ang chiar i che cepurad pare ol 1 Vernga,
several unirs bnawnas AL B, and (. have kern dehineated, aswell
g che v knownas Stding Geoup (figvie 20 1n these s unstiue:
rions wih1he exceruon f the tonb made of bazaltic columne
which twe well L considersed as senlpanrval.archireciure, the
{aandaninns. hecause of 1he luck of scane v the ares, were buile
ol dilfeseLeolored sanels. The s1o4es. sometinms caned Mom ac
{arasnme hundred Lilomesers away were used inrarvethe Erea

Figure 2
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mennliths. However, there < na real distineon el wsns the
rucky milesalsand the archiectue; as inalmest all the Oloeca
siles, tn La Venta sculplure was <lusely associnied 14 architec-
Cire.

In spite af the limived use of srane in ke cansiruction of
bulclings, some ot dhem biave resisted 1he passing of bime.

Tnunt C, weanay ubser ve e uuistacling Gawal Pyrooed, of
am wriwsual Jorm dtguie 35 composed of & senes uf en degaes:
siwons and salients sy annewically baily whorh yon [rom the op o
the hase. Trisronsiriaiion has berninterprated a<an imiacion
cd'nne of che volaanic venes ut Lus Fuxelas, 4 zegaon Irpm which
wus braught mest of ©1¢ vateial used Mo the carving of the
nonuinentdl s lplures, seucl of which were found precire]e

Figume §

n This umit. 10 has been determimed that scane hued been buried
drlibzparety, when the <iee was sull i full artiviey, {0 the sone
s ner langre uantities al serpentille osaics were deposited o5
vhtcrngs cfigure 1), ¥ pacern which 15 repeaced with the oria.
mental inashs, ahy made of serpenting, (epresenting styliced
PpEars Aside from shece otterings and (he descrociion and
biurial |)I’g'rem .u'ulpl urrs, delicule |:iﬂ'm mnare of pde. prri’«:llt-
varved and polished, ha v alve Been Tuund i L Venta. S thess
are e ved matly ielative to the yapusrsud anth repomorplused
el nes, srrpeais and himan ar semi-human meacks, as weil as
huinan figuaes wond seall seeles Jigure 31 inall,a wide variey nf
sumzswary Sjec s belunging w he ¢lie,



FIgUFe 4

All the menumental arehiteeture, the major al}d miner sculp-
tum as well as the presenee of materials Brolight frem regians as
|stant a8 Daxaca Gueuem Marelas, and eve entral
mema veflect the existence of full- umeexpeﬁs ﬁfBU?
r}o |taearryeutltstra.d 8, ha {0 b supported By amageny
i attan. Wthh dedlcated ta a% ultukal production
humm amn.gand iruitgathesiog, livedscaitered in townsand
villages suryauRding the island. avmgaeentfahze palt al
structure, during some fur hunareg years LaVeaawas 8
most impartant site I the Olmeca regia; In lafer years, perhaps
dus ta the arival of foreign graups, it bagan ia lase pewer, and
ifs decadence taok place.

The changes In the social, pelitical and religious structuses
Were 8xprassd In the ariistic manifestations. Some represenia-



Figune &

unng such as scenes Hhay appea on allars and 1anbsiones, ac
exsmples oF this pesiod of ativig. Consequentially. when the
hogrmnm of la Venra Ivg:m ils decline, several nf (he elice
araupsenngraed in dittereol divwcticms carcyang witli thicin the
weolugy =il hias been captuied in paintings. bas-reliels anid
22 e ves1iges 4o the sireslwr they acc wpied. Amonp achers, Los
Mangas and FI Virgon e the sonthemn part of the sy of
Veratous, Oeeecitlan winl E1 Rt i Guenere, Chatcat2inga
e Manelos, Foipascn, Frarew uli wcl Xow and a1thers in
Uhapns, anel Lis Viciorias i Bl Satvador. In those places.
..Ilhm;gh the e conld bave been v lv accpetions, seid Teprae
sentaliora wic ol 3 laer date whan cl< dismember et and
cecadene ol rhe religivis and polic <ol cemger of La YVeota, the



st imponanr of ginus faanded by e Olnwelas onahe rnas o
the Gull of Muxrs.

ANTECEDENTS ©QF THY. PARR-MUSEUM

In arder o saleguard ihe pieers recaverad in the archealigica)
site horn wlu(Iulm;mrk-mmenm ceceives by rame, o Cankos
Pellacer. a gre-at poet Tiom ihe state ol Tabasoor and a stedeni ol
out prehsspuntin oA, decidedd o ravicate o nd scape similar i
thar whicluinay base exisred en Ihe ploe where the sculplures
exhibized lvae wese aviaanally fonmd [en 2y o cdee decade ot the
Bhies s b ecaeedd an o osphere of jungle ane water ., and
b ng aduamege af rthe Lu=al et ommeens, bee innagd e
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eab ﬂera and iauna ehafactemtw of the Olmeca area
Walking hrou h the: park, 0ng can admire a wide

v a ntsa Me animals Such as the| ar sarahuato

iy 881, Wi jgarsan emea@fms fﬁd&gg Ameagthe
i3k 5oV \Were-and |a,ie-

i the reqmn a8 canstructl ma nal for and eanaes

sabane, Wmaca blanca, escobilla, mm pofe, maca
uane, paima real, ceiba, maculi and huesk Zf\w‘e Gan also
FV@ SO Fees and plants used in medleme QUAFUMO, Cuaji:
iete zapote de agua, cUasima, chaea and 2azalfa), BFRAMeRal
and fruit trees nange, palmiche, anona, hoja 8 qanta Usp,
capulin and [Qo, ch amon( ot rspecws e% fie park an
atrmesphess that weul be havd {6 find A any Biker muser
However, it should be pointed put that wuh the knawledge
that we have acquired we Can say that this was Rt the preco-
Aant landseape In the pokiical and reh gseus cenier where the
Eleees shown hefe were origmai by found. In the eentral part of
a Venta, the sculpfures wefe In the apen air, BUL Aat
surraunded by vegetation. h
Eor unknown Feasens, man @ pieces were par
desirayed and later Buried by mec%s Ihemi?ke?m“g
contributed to their preseivanan ereare several Inte
fians of this some more acceptable than others. Certatn iRvesik
%atlons ave sug? ested that when the Olimecas destroyed and
uried the objects that liad been used By a gead chief, they
symbalically annulied the power that was thoughi (o Rave
lmpregnated his belongings. ‘They were pot Recessarily tryin ta
eliminate the efiers Image through the Aestruction aFRis

Figure 6



Figure: 7

sicns. hur raher rhe prwe e thinl noghit have rermained in them,
be reving that if the e was voL cannicd oug, thay poser coald
st day turnagaing che geoup.

4" though the: pieces »s hibired hrre all procesd From rthe area
oA Ea ¥rana. ihey were made at dilterenl times overa peruxd ot
not less than sex hundmed years, but Qiere s no chienelogical
aider in the way 1hey have been dattitnied in his yansenm.
Therelore, che purpise of the imracnriion Taam is ta silnare us
in tame and spuce. Uhe explanatsons ol each prece will be usetul
i undeostading dhe importance given by the Olincdas
eerrain wleas expresad threagh this ineans.
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Small head carved in hasaliwr rock. It was discovered hetween
197R and 1977 vowards the eascern pan af ¢ U corplex,
nulsade of the sinuoument 2ane of La ¥ enda,

It o v a tad sate ol consersation and Ok Featuecs ol moe
than half the face can barely be distnguished. Far sxample, on
the right side nne may observe chal the eye, m the torm of 2
striation, seens 0 be ckesed: however. the sanwe manncr of
cepresennng the eve is also f@and in monunienes that ave g as
dereriaraved and we may theretore suppose thal rhis was simply
a techmrical solution. Al (o be noted i (he dypcal Olme
crebrow i e fuvus o 3 Mame waly anocisaon which runs fram
the w of Lhe hewd Lo the jaw Soanc deskgas engrascd on the left
rheek camplate the decoralion.

1¢seeins thut Uris prece was destroyed by the Olinecas them-
selves andd for Lhin reason aLs inpinsable we obsetve othet details
Fven 5o, judging hy vhe vestige of che manth and even of the
nase, it is povsible to imagine rhar it might have been destrnyed
beleae b was camnpleted. Fually. we ninght aded thiat i i wol
known if there was g body whech varresponded 14 this head. as
frequenc’y happens with Clireca sculpavres Chtive afien bodies
are fuund witkour eicls, or ey wizhoul bodies, as will e seen
muother exampaes of this muscuin-pork.

31
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B MONUMENTO 61

“f r 0 o SN2

Mecauremenly: dianvsier J5 oxr.

Dicaverecd during the sixews un what s now che landing sirip,
close Lo umit A, The mopurvens was ¢arved an bas-ieed wsing a
A basahic fragmens wiick was geven a giveular lorm Onhis
dabafigure wasa@rred. the bad v directed farnard, wnd U EBsce
in prufile, w comman sobmina in Olmeca moawments in whkch
the bas-reliet wechmnique wis usedt. The crassed bege also are
Erecpuency olserverd m Qhineca wupliere. The feen are nol
wisble Bucavse they are cosenred by the lomcloth which is draped
wvat the feang, ted aranndd the warer with a sash. Althoagh rhis
s s quite rradedand marng h’agmr.lll ,he opulenrr ntthe
plunied bieaddress worn Ly the personage. wiw canes a barge
anitenr upen hins chuest and iy wisring 3 CGronlas cachaop. nay sl
hie nhservec.




@ MONUMENT 43
Sienz Fiug

Mrasuremants. keizhl 41 am, digmetsr muyor 29 om, dinselir
winar 27 (%

Andestie cvlindur Jiscovered in L96R susc of Lthe Stirling Acro-
palic { e endd s wader, giving it 1he appemir ance of a sone plug,
Lut i asa rauld have been used a5 1 veat lchas ng ather sprel
<hgractcamticand upLa mow, Decanse 1o odver sionlar piece has
heen foand, it is inipossible 1a dewwrnane in meaning



MONUMENTS 45 and 46
Recigtent and fragment of (drainnge system

Merasurements

Itezipwne. haght, 25 o, diameter, 65 crm, depth, 41 cw.
Fragmear af canal. waidth, I e dergeh, 57 it shannsl,
aaw

Inacrhtwaland rehgivas centeesod the Obmecs. <surh asLa Venta
and San Lenenzo. necworks of canals were buili of fragments of
sione siclh a: the one shawn The waser wasanalized out of the
zane where 1he buildings bad heen cons:rucied chrough the
Tazar aod direcied wo spectsl pluces whiere it was stured m water
1anks Thos vecipienc and 1he hiagment af 3 <anal were disco-
vered in 114 Sirhing group andd are classivil examples

These steuccures were nol builtmerely for pructical purpases:
rather. they alsa had a corcnunial wse, 4y watel »us a funda-
menral psn o fenil ir}' ritgee onendrhe mnsi MWITIIANT ASPEr]S af
Olrnen redigimn,

Thruugh this kind of preces we are sbile ta learn about dhe
u=¢ hnical ad o emenes s1'this cuiare Thevalso give us andea
nf ke rnmpltﬂei(y nf taeir sorial. pnhriral and economir ﬂrg:lni-
zahwn, berinuse they indicate Uie existeere nf warkers derhiraced
eadlasinely qo <rcating stocuwes « Lich demand & byl Jevel uf
specialired hnnwiedge to be planned and carried our.



n ALTAR f
Feline Fleed

Mearuremerte meighl 18 1o, waith 263 em, ihacknass
28t am.

Srulprure knawn as abay |, iv was fornd south of 1he main
prrraminl e La Venta w1940, The ahars have been joven this
rame although Urein Tunction was nut the vae mnplied by die
term “alaar'. Actually, this piece. as will be seen als in ahar 4.
daes noi possexsibe charadteristic Eeatures af the Glmeca mano-
hyths.

Ths sculpruie w almose destroyed. Jis features are bod
wrpent and Jurar, aud e size s e sanne as the other aliars,
bus none of rhe rharacteristic elements are o be found in i
o,

‘The jaguar, inain god of the Olmecas. represented both the
sparivof bife and ferulity Insome yases, sich asthis. the features
al the feline are merged with those of a serpeny, becoming an
nuaginary sninwl 1 hese pieces wlicds present the features of
bath aninaks, symbolized the mythical vnion of the carik (the
tiger) with waer (the »e-qwu}. thw waner which fenihizes the
zaril.



MONUMENT 56
Srulpstire with a shank for pmhedding

Measuroments: hxigiu 129 o, weden 3¢ 1o, (hardecs 97 (1.

Found west of complex € i La Vea, this piece, diararte rized
by ics grean foree and realism was pchisvad hy the stulgner hy
usiip the: watuna] fasen of 3 lasalie calemn.




Becanise nfi1s pesieaon it azs hean inlerpreted asan “observer
oltheskws”, bran s alse pussible gy i win riginal v cpinhedldled
Forzanalle in o huilding. Uhe tace wis mualaed hriarc ins
ciscoveryand s rherefore mupessible o aseeran the o eingd
1epresentatinn,

| [nwever, 1his wulpunc is imcrcs[ing nor rnlv 1T jra (|uu|i1}-
bt iisn hecaute il may be e anecedenc of siher soulpsares
wilh a shank which were discoverad winony the Olines repeien-
Latsons al Tres Zapnotes. Furdlus reason. il is worthwhile to quede
an vlservatron inade by Beau iz de la Fueptr in 1977: " These
whu conternplate meawnent 56 ol 1o Venlu imagine thatii na
mznhey v aacse 2.an luok g cpat the sky, hutdie iruth is thac
we o2 Fyn liom knowing waar the (epressalatan wik nrigitally
imended o be.”



MONUMENT 59
Humanized joguar

Measuranonts. height 95 em, widik, 64 cm, lmgth IUS em.

ln Olmeca sculpture ne Frequently pncounter representalon
of jagvars which have been rdnwed with hiiman Features thas
giving hirth o 1he canirpt 1F a humanized j:lg'uar. hit oo of 3
mun pguar. This sr.ulptur! was apparenicly discovered dunng
U srxtivg Letwer compbex B and C. 1§ represoals s hunamized
Jrgear with iy legs folded under, suppetuing a skab on 1op nf il
beddy, irom the head ta rhe haunches; this slab may have been



as a seat 6f a thrape, althsu %h thoroughly p ehshed This

sculpilie i to e noted for the me ee wh m @ eyes are
m}pfgaent gF weaea vag into the ane, eemmtssures
0 the MEULh [UFR own ngs are |stmgm able and the
an are folded aver the chest.
augn the concept 0 thls scul ture is Rot URigue, it is
mtekr stm%nton 8 fhat eeausee a eeeawedeuthetweenthe
8 slab if gwest e impression of being lighter. T
8Emte deterior tsﬂhd but still, tegecher with the volume, the
ampre lon s that of a armamaus pieee of great queality.



MONUMENT 20

Curtarean

Measurements: ferged V87 cm, undth 62 rm, hesght 75 .

Discoveredin 1959 near the lomb of monelythic columnsal 1 a
Yeaw. In speie of having Leen a gloup which inhabiied the
copms, the Olmecadid np leave nny iepresentations of aLuatn
ammals. Thissrulpiure, carsed onaslair, Tepresents J celanean.
perheps o dulphm. Sume suchors bave entitied it miher as
nanatee, an gcaalic mannnalian peanly catnt because of i
irininnal explaitation, these animals pTe cosy gaey My Tuntes
and fishermen s hen :he bemales are drawn cawards she river

Eauk o maang seasvn 108 probable that the Obiceas, i
¢he same mannes that happened with acher groups apin recen
vears. hamedl them G rheir sbrandant meat and Lat, and
Lecause diey could use chewr bones for inahang seols Howevrr
this world o e an evactimage o4 nanatee ar v rnw, as the

argalsoknns r. Fhistepresentatinn hasa Zew brztuzes duwt Lhese
wrriirils lack ancli series of vecy Fove incaic lnes @ in<isions s ere
angraved. Eenming an tctielun deign

__{-—:5-’5:"_?
E i P |




g MONUMENT 60
Anthropomerphized animal

Wieaswrements: kedght 81 env, widite 51 em.

Seated sculpture of which, because it is [iune eroded and frag:
mened where its extresnaties should be, (s Impassible to give a
detailed GeSEFipTion as ta ;tsar inal pasitien. tt seems ie Be an
anthr&mmai hmad animal, as this ideg was frequently
PEGSS %theﬁlmecam thei reprﬁsenta.tmns neariy alwdaeyg
at tat aga%sar-eulte tRIS £258, WE aFe FeRHA
eny ause of ew% Iantatutude The face, altAough detesia-
rate ees nat 806 10 balong fo an adult feline, but is rather

Oft lecesthata{e in the park, th |stf\e only one that is net
engma from L3 ta but from [xhuatlan, Veragruz, where
it Was discaviers mt {weniies.



Mrasuremenls: hegral J6dtem, amelth 319 zm.

Disruverad in 1913, chis mannment was parl of uoal B, Che
altars are an exclusively Ohneca crearion and ain of 1hem, of
defferem sizes, have been found tin ba Vena Ther sre impor-
1 bolle beruuse nf Their sive, rxceptional in Mexicun prehis
pamie sculpture, and for thew meanmg They are 2°1 nidke uf
stare hle<h enduang ing coamnce. aad in the ceneer, on Lhe froat,
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a niche that m%ehave rep:eseated the eave th h Which, they

e
Aita%ss wamoutadoubt thehest Faser-ved T—Lxe igure that

emerges from the piche, aimastsepamtedimmt g sip

Is leariing slightly forward, refieeting the great techical ability



ot the artist. The perwigge Tepreseinced is wesrityg 40 adero-
meny, dressand headdress similar 1pthose tha may be obsrrved
i ather Olinecs sculpeees. Oo the vpper pact of Ui nicle o g
stvhzed representauon of a jaguar and i faices; in e middle,
kerween the Faags, is the motif @1 roved flags which represencs
vhe Felinz’s spars, a feature which appears on olher uulptur:s
and in Olmecu ceramics, We canalvo obsenve, around the wiche.
I (P EEARALIORN a3 covd fram which {nur smnach Apiyen-
dixes are proic(ncd. ac i Iong itk were haro nus nf 3 sact of'a
U shaped @rcouche.

The centead liguie is joined by a raperoghe chalaccers on the
sides. In prehispanic iconngraphy ropes conld represent uninn.
subirnssson, or dependence. Ehaw the sculplor may have wished
tw show e Jesminant lincage v the wpsion of wwo QifTevent
groups, since the feaiures ol one al'the lreral charucters which
o sull preserved ure codally ditferunt from dlwe physical gpe of
e Dby, and the opposite ks bwe of Lthe one who isemerging
Trom abe enwails of (e earh through the nche.



MONUMENT 19%
Fantastic Sevpent

Measrrowonr: Ledghe 95 o wiftk 76 om, thithness 40 rax

Lriscovered aear the notheast comer ol nnu A, ir vrpressniya
tanlesnake w bich chescalplorcarn vedima Jdenarsic postiion. The
nrdulations of the animal’s body we: the Erame for o masculine
hgure whah mav be Lhil ofa priesr

‘The bnpurtance ol the pesomsge was emphasized hy che
ric [ness of hias Jies andd the heloet with the Form uf an inagi-
nitrvanimal a cnmbination of ajuguar and a serpeny. In hig gl
Gand L v boldigg o by, powably for Goeying copal. Ths garb
consivs of & shoi L cape i dhree wectons. 3 pendant, and small
sharis compasail of several sashes which hang nnalw frep.

I he serpent has been adamied with an cuerinuugs crest and an
evebiow which pives ivan snpacssive and Tantastic, aspect. The
OQlmeras were the lirse gronps of prc'h ixpn nir Mexicarn giw the
vaed lesiake o religious senze by assnciating n with faaliy. Later,
i woulid be v by differ cod Meyineiscan <alinres.

* Stear gy af the camging parcr which is i ihe Nanoral Anihropulogy
Muitwrm s Mexitu Cey
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Mearnremenis: 467 £ 470 cm.

In b Venea, three s of wosans of thas kind Bave bern tonnrd;
e of them were discovered in 1932, AR were sicuaced o
ihlEerenr places amd huricil several mesers undaigrouad. All
thiree ars similar and represeni che svlized Buce uf 2 jaguar the
wronsch can he atiserved on tie bottewo and Lhe ¢yes and the
eveliaws ere Qutlincd by four rhombus. These mosaics were
Luile with 450 «» 300 se1peinine fragnmens, prefeaily cuc aml
laid nur ta Earm the animal's face arrnrding to a prcvioluly
Plunned design 1 he first ons was buned on the =astens sde of
the central plaza of unit & and the second was sitwated on the
cenyral axis o che plaga of nnm &, b clnse o the Crear
Pyramid.

The third mosar was imornplese when fovnd; il wus an the
side opposite the 1irg ane and is Willin e ariginal plare.

The purpose of these mnsaicrs musi hive been religious. asan
uflfer tu dve canth, 1epresented by che jaguac god.



Bl MONUMENT 77
Frronuge with a Cape

47

Measursments, Aokt JOF o, 1adeh 7 e

Tle Olmecas wrre the first o werk on bulk srulpiarce, using
lavge brocks of stane browght Hon distane places “Uhey cone-
wudied picces wich a prodound religinns meaning which shnwed
A OTEAr MAACRrY ol the Ir('huique. arl 1hey demnseriled an
envririaus amlity machicvng balance i thie lines and volusres.

The persunage representod in this soulpaere is an awistanding
rxample nt rhe ahove. [c seems 10 have bern broken ot ot o ot
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the steles shuwn m Uhis park-muscum. which arc aderncd wich
sinnlav faguras, 2xcepr thavtw uthers were caived maelief "Uhe
figure, stared and withiis kegs ¢ivssed weavs acape«niis bask
and o comzlicated headdress wath aclormmenes that $all cver ics
<ars which may have beeo tepresentations of cullent o Eokded
paper: these maverials were cequently used in later prelispanic
repersensalions. Fram he braddresc hangs 3 soer af cail gied in
ek and reaching down ca1he wais; in the middle ai the chrsi
and uF Lhe belt, crussed baneds were Lun ved, The iateer decorative
elemenis have been interpacied as Lhe Jaguss spns. O the
bire b b 1he neck is 2 symhnl which has nol ver bren idennfied,
U stiaped and with a den in the middle. The whole sculprure
isonthe purres! Olinecasavle: the shape uf Lhie mouth, 1he seanbiols
usrd s adlorn the hearhdiess, capr and bads, anid 2k, the
posure vt che persanage, inas braquent in she sculpluce of ths
waliue,
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Measurements: keiph! 257 wnilis) oo, width 29Y cre,
thizdress 90 on

Discovercd sonch abihe Grral E‘_yrumld n 923, thismonument
is td promord il unpor tanee, the sanee 33 stebe 9. becawse they
mark 4 change in the iconngraphy. 1cis likely char the evenyy
rarved ciuchem sare |'¢-I.ginu: aricl [lolitial. as well a3 ceceinu-
nigl, since Lthe conteal figures swan Lo assvme an aunude of
dominaginn ouar The aaher figw ¢






Thic manner of reproseaning ideas by ascams uf can ved seenes
waninnovationn Olmieca rrligimn a1 andl <an alsa be [aand on
cerninn alims in vlwe mﬂmpoli[an area, and ousicle of ju. in
Las-reliels ar paincngs exerued o kg rocks, Teia the was ian
trassinttieg an iden when the wolated ligure is “mufliceene ca
aclieve the decwred flfecy Thissal won became st e andinure
relined and arer »oas udnplfrl h:, other rubires

i s seele, carved un hasalur mack, the jidencibicininn a7 1the
e perscrage ool wus, Jiis outstanaing not only beca sz af
the sasition it maupses in the scene, but alsu Lecdvae of the
Mpfﬂ-’.inn Al angesry rcprcsen'.rd hv_.- the sl heardldvess,
adarnwg 97 the I'rom parr with whar s=ems 19 b o curle-p
stz ot iertiling  airh ehis fiead edarneern findshng in Lhe
lormal um ear of car, s detal it can glio be vbser ved un the
Lisn lely esss gt oy o Uhe 2oy RUIFINSS ol erele 5 agides 1rany o Lihis,
the figure cam b idenoified a< 4 high digniary harh 3y 1he
commanding stall, he'din e arvigion nwnoer across the chest,
and by the meh garb.

Asaeher charueteraste s hich points nuc the insponianee 2 Uihe
Pt e sty pkacking the changes “n Himera wwnne-
Kl.lplll. - l,||c Y L ﬁgl:l’n'a n |Ii|'h. 1ull of weervemezne, surround
himiir a preaccang ard ceverentialinhitudsz, giving Bath o the
sceaie, The ciffervnzes beewemntle chananyers were emphasicd
by che chitterern vnds ez voemmanzling ara'ls thay hge an rheir
hirmels.

il



MONTUMENT I
Coloszal Heoad

Mancnramants: Angit 24 em, rircusferenze 640 cin.




Diszoverarl in IR25 sowh ad b Girear Pyramid or anic 4.
1clatively close 1o seale 2.

O e L6 knuwr. stlusml heeds. 4 were Found m L Ven,
These scunlgtures cxpruss all 1 geniuy of tie Olmecis as suuip-
1rs their masiery ¢l s1ome work in order tu paudage piecss
exaricndinan y fonr thesr anisiic qualicy a5 well as for drinoncer
unga great knawledge vt carvang inchniques. especially for that
[CURT ERTE

This hearl bas & mnre severe cupiessaon, the lips are nne
slightby open as as ahe caw with the other three and the space
hevween the eyehrows is sa nanreahble 1that b wondd appear
have a balge nn ohe upper parl ot The mose.

The hehinel 1 gdonnei] by a wode Baml. un the huor, thee
noifs werve carved which could be claws or fangs. and on the
upper gt of the head 2 horsecshos sliape winlea <iraigh hase is
clezrly dv incazed. The ensarc adorned by o inaal thal appear
wy be Bicaveas s ath lour pictals.

Ul mevning of the heads hos rol been complesely elvici-
datred, Lut thie possibilios has Deen mennicareed thin they iy be
1¢lated wo b heteprling vissandrhe Eall gamr, or alz chan ey
could he pareeans at chiefs preaarnors, Wezlever tharineaiug
nughd bie 1 st haee bera ol geeat impoedaneg o the
et as. wonsideriong the aawunt el work i effory sccesary
frn thewr ¢labsariun, Basah, she malcral ol which 1hey are
made, was nansponed llam the regsomof the Futhes m Vera-
CONE, F'I'Db:lhlj' or rabls. which l’(‘qllil'fd a nllergne and well
or K‘ani(ed cHaic due 14 the enarmons weiphr oF the rolnssal
heads  This pertcular snunuinent weighs approximacly 24
ons

hE



TALERUULOEICAL BHI0EE 0

(8 MONUMENT &3

Personage with a Standard

Measweements: height 236 em, widthk 75 cm, fhickness 45 cm.

ﬂ.la mon ent, discovered in 1859, may be considerad a stele
Y ém*é"" ‘“a%é.‘“?zﬁ‘és s [ Fepren s e
ﬁﬁwﬁi%m e yn st aswih ?antastte features whieh mlght
ﬁFQ yvmble thﬁ RUman ﬁgme bearded and simply dressed
al&g OtR, an an enDIMaUS €ap adornee With
Fs an the Rig arms extended tawards the frani.
erre a#e ather mottis 0R Ihe sides and the baek of the column
ch Unfortunately svery damagedand the relieftea war ¢
he ta learn an moare abeut (RIS piece, excepliona
Because of the presenee e ah acuatic animal. As we mentions
before, this Is quite unusual in the represeniations of this Goastal

Broup.
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B MONUMENT 65
Avrobut

— 2y v

e

Mrasprsmpmis. L'm'gk‘b& rm, A 99 od.

Representalica of i icrobat, the st iFanl chearly (o bulk) cim
be recogn zed in the Olmecs cubture: Althorgh identifiaton of
thiapwy ¢ isdiflirub Licanse ol the Bl 1echnique with whirh i
wus exectled, it u possible 1 perceive thial s uan aerobal
leaning o by foreanans and with his kegs doubled hack wwands
1 barram al hig hepd, whwh is coverad wirh a wlinel which,
Leingy wade umnel flae, could Tve Deem used as 4 seal. e faee s
v iy viaded aind the featnes G baely ke guessad ut. Ondhe
sitle< ool the iginl anel cewveniog rhe ears hang bands Himzhing n
cncular ackornmenrs.
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ARELEDLBGICAL CHIDERART Tk
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MONUMENT 64

Humaen Head with Cleft

Meanrements. ieight 54 cm, width 42 cm,

Human hiead, very ecoded e e lront L peobably wan e a lund
wreundl the head.and we inae ahseres s V" <aipad cleli which
ofien acpeavsan Olmer repeesencalions. br s v posable 10
chiscaver whedher ros Jusind was parl uf a complete body, since i
15 rut upusual e lnd 13nis Kind ol sculpuares soithoa ¢brainiog a
< iespunding Luess, the Olpecas Frecuenty rarved only 2 part
ol rhe haeman by,



Meazurorenss: daighr 161! em, wilth 166 ¢m, thachorss
748 1.

This menumemal picce was {eund on the pl.al.fu: m AR L the
Lireasl Pyramwl in | 525,

Followmy (ke gener sl fuen of the altars. i3 hag a niche carved
mthe Nienvand “nsnde L & senerd FEISOnDZe; NEXC T rhe centra:
figure anasher individu.l was carved and two mure s de Ted)
sile of the altar. The ruair charscies was carved iu hulk. the
body leaning slichtly forward and the legs doubled back. The



58

alms wo mvtilatee, rubably Guring prebnspanic Gn:es, s« irws
irppascible 43 el whan position they weis i, Accerding 10 his
imporiance, the personage ie richly dicswsd with a large cof,
rirc alar earhaaps, bl and loan clach.

On hos left side. n rebief, we can dissiguash @ much simalber
bigure; on the lelt didy. a'soin hasvelod sunl barely peiceivable,
are the figares o two uthar polsnnages SilLng an a mac, 711 en
ditferent planes mvorder o emphasxe i birvarchical distiwnion.
Jurdginug by <l inevemiene of their hands, they are caught up h
Aenngled] Gt A50hAT,

The physicilvepe of these chres [ase figiires ~hearderl, wuhan
aquiling nose« 1w sicnku ra the one I‘l":lr.\l.‘lll.ed an mele ! and
manument 65, und is s noksble concrast wih thas of the venteg:
figuse, However, these two physivad 1vpis e eamegimes Faund
wgether on some of these CGHnrera stulpiuces which mey be
< lugsilied us belonging ro 2 lier peanxd. I naick naong ¢a .
ascun be obrerved i o latee perod CHepeld relieMrem Chalest
zinge. Meanclas, ane of e characrers raruad an the betr cide of
the a L wears: hearded mask on rthe ek at his heail. bt we
have no kacwlendge s 1o tee zneaning ol this deLasil.



MONUMENT 79
Silueta

Mewmsuremenns: heyi IN2 em, mummuee sl 75 cm,

The rocks :n nnway were determinanve of e scalpiore, b
lrecuently chie iacural form of the mateinal was usl w acheese
e pesule wid lesy et O awine gegassons the soolpene wis,
n¢t ahle 1o ranplere b wark and ibandnned in. Thix is the rase
wivh 1hns bsalbie cnluiom oo whch anly a silhourele was Jelne
ated. o i seasun. it s iopussitde so rcoopnics wha the
scupliermeant (o represeal. O should we pei haps 1think of ir as
u Fushed piece?



Afeasurerentr: Keizhl 0F o, aedth § )4 axe, thicdurss (29 v

This ulprare was foend in 1925, neer the Grest Pysaind and
witar Y. 319 state ot destructian prevents us Brofeknmang what
the 1op was like, bur, the same as the paher alters, iy has a cenrral
niche in which rhere i< o <emed persnnage. The tigure wis
cepresentecl rich v garbed wisls @ Ll codf owd caaviag on b
kinces wbat would be the sillouctte ol 4 chibd. We should nare
vhar the presenne nf children in Qlmeca religions arg was very
comman: they are an oulstamiing theme in che icunagraphy
whigly, as we shall see, achiweres ity st nuLabke expression in
alvar 5.
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MONUMENT 66
epreseintion of v Senfe Model

Meaureménts. AAght 103 om emack 123 ¢, tRachaess 37 o4

Thiss piece 15 ver v dacraged al it s ilmpussble o recogize it
origimal form. alvhoogh ic was prabubly perl of & l21361 Kulp-

yc,
O che Giewin are o <eries ol “nrisaed ||'.||'ullel lines whnhy,

Judying by 1the ncder ot theirais ributson, scens e bea represen-
Latson of the echeluns ofa pyrairnd base On wp aad woward the
renner ol the lines, one can perceive the silthoneoe af whitl mighie
hava been & remnple.



e

Mecruroments: aagk 200 oo nzaie 7Y thick=ess 56 om




| LD 0
(LAY

Sewlpnure Reurvd in 1825 in che patio of usit &, The stckes gre
serlpuores dat have o iopresentation an the Irone ol 3 scene in
tigh .ar bas-relied oy else of 4 persnn which inothe presenn cace
exc{'p:mnlll}' appears in o rouml biolk, Thes seeles miay have
Leen ade L0 canncime ate a werenrony.

In prohigganic Megico, it was the Olocca culine than st a
pulera o be {ollowrd in manviacturing this kind of peeres,
whi¢ v was Bater veer cared by cther growps auch asue Mayus and
the Zaporecas.

Thizsiele shows one of Lhe few represenuatians af a leminine
Mgure m Clnveca 10 "1 Tve worian i The nsche expresses (e
same wdca as the seated personsges on the ahars. thep are all
erierging fonm alw endrails of the earth, represenrest by alwe
fauces uf s zuer whuse features ace @rved an Lhe top pan of
e s alprnie

We cannohserve the rigirl I'agurc far_mg forward. naked from
(he waisgup, wearing 3 sl shir cansising of severalstripsand,
with the cxcepton of o caaf und carlwops, e wvthier adocnemnc
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MONUMENT 67

KNemd

04

Mearurszres AMghe %0 v, i 207 o, thichngss 99 ron,

T vz in which this piece was discovered s naknown, buy by
|68 it was almndy inthe park-muscum. This rnormnus Mo
blark secans 100 haw Ixen carved as a s, prolably usng i
maturel Furm, without discardimg the possibiling thal it was &
praject for same uthel typs of sculpuuse. The anly characieris.
tiesir presenlcare sime incised lines and & gronve an the front,
puissibly thie firse strnkes for carviog o nunanent.



B] MONUMENT §

The Jerandmaihes

65

Merarurements: Aeight 742 cm, wrlld T cm,

Burown as "1he Granchcn ler' . thas masimment was discovered
1owards the end af «he thitties in the patio of basaltic colinms,
rlase 1o siek: | and mouunaos 36 an umt A, LEisa<cubpsre tha
rpparcitly icpreants an uld woosan Kieeling widh her legs to
e sicle, blding a vessel in her hands a5 if making an oflc nug.
2 Irer head somemthiong ke o (ufl doss Aot scern 1o be bair, but
rathr « headdress [rom which a cape hangs over the shandders
and the bach Aldwugh ot iy erded, This picce can noa be
consideved 1epresentive ol the Best Ol sculpanres. Like
sprie cnbeer parces. 11 may have heen deliberaieh: bagicd by the

Dhnecas
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0 arder to safeguard the pieces recoveredin the anctieolo-
ieal site from which this park-museum receives its Aame,
(iarlas. Pelliver, a great poetifom the State of Tablasoo
an® eiand,Stie g o ag -pFebispad o el eerded ctorreofedtedandsraps
siilar to that which may have existed in the place where the sculp-
Fwtés pxhjbited Nere were ariginallyfonnd, La Venta, /abaseo in the
viginity afidie State of\'eracruz, where the natwal atmrospihere has brem
mogified by proguess, that has ake destrayed manmy vestiges of the
plmecas euftural branch thai liad established itsedf theve.

Bk was in the decade of theffiities Jiat the peet took adventiage of the
natuial surkaundings outhing the “Laguna de las iusiomes in the
gitx af\Viillehiptmaosa, o transfer the pieces made by the olmecas to it.
dusing a-bime Jagse no less than six hundredyears and*thug credte @
mitseum whose originalitx has inereasinglx aquived world Jame.




